[Child and adolescents with psychotic disorders. A literature review of psychology and course].
The article is a literature review of psychosis in children and adolescents. Earlier studies point to psychosis in children and adolescence being of the same types as the ones seen in adults. Schizophrenia has an early onset in boys, there are more premorbid dysfunctions, a gradual onset of disease, a number of unspecific symptoms and a poorer prognosis than for adults. For the children with bipolar affective disorder the prognosis is similar to that of adults, and it is better than for the schizophrenics. The relationships between developmental disorders and schizophrenia, and between hyperactivity syndromes and manic-depressive disorders need to be further clarified, as does the validity of the follow-up investigations.